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gain, and would fight those who stood in his way
or sought to deter him, with as much fiery enthusiasm
as he had fought the enemy.
This lawless people had to be reclaimed to the
State and taught the corporate sense. Others, in
the past, had failed most abysmally in the task.
He conceived the idea of erecting villages where
water existed, and in these he " planted" Bedouins,
trusting to the ease with which they could secure
water and the greater comfort of home life for them
gradually to wear down the roving propensities.
He appointed men of learning to teach the Bedouins
their religion, of which they were woefully ignorant,
and instruct them in their duties to God, their king,
and their fellow men.
This policy has borne unexpected fruit, and it is
hardly possible to recognize in the prosperous agri-
culturists of to-day the predatory Bedouin of yesterday.
To a degree little short of extraordinary, these
pillagers and cut-throats have become imbued with
the principles of self-esteem, determination and
courage, and they recognize the greatness of the
Arab State in which they are an enthusiastic part of
the whole. Land ownership and prosperity has
brought, out that national complex, and they are now
as fearless of death in defending their own as they
were in the robbing of others in the past. A Bedouin
wife or mother, when bidding good-bye to the
menfolk on their departure for war, says: " May God
unite us in Paradise/9 These warriors now chant
as they attack: " The perfume of Paradise is in the
air ; hasten to it, all you who long for it,"